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In  connection  with  the  forthcoming  poll  on  the  proposal  to 
increase  the  Library  rate,  a  few  particulars  concerning  the  work  done 
during  the  period  the  Libraries  have  been  open,  and  a  table  giving 
comparative  returns  of  the  West  Ham  and  other  Libraries  may  be  of 
interest.  The  first  Libraries  Committee  was  elected  in  1891,  and 
within  a  year  a  temporary  public  Newsroom  and  Library  was  opened 
in  the  “  Rokeby  House,”  a  specimen  of  municipal  zeal  and  despatch 
which  bears  favourable  comparison  with  such  undertakings  elsewhere. 
Many  libraries  have  remained  inaccessible  to  the  public  for  years 
after  the  rate. was  levied,  the  reason  given  in  some  cases  being  the 
necessity  to  accumulate  a  building  fund.  No  such  consideration  was 
imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  West  Ham;  a  temporary  Library 
was  opened  at  Stratford,  and  a  fine  building  commenced  at  once  at 
Canning  Town,  an  arrangement  being  made  to  pay  its  cost  out  of  a  loan 
on  the  security  of  the  rate.  It  should,  however,  not  be  overlooked  that 
to  gain  this  early  advantage  of  the  Acts,  a  burden  was  placed  upon 
the  Library  income,  which  has  reduced  it  by  some  £500  per  annum, 
the  amount  required  for  repayment  of  the  loan  with  interest.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this  serious  drawback,  the  work  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  other  libraries  of  equal  size  and  importance.*  This  is 
the  more  remarkable  in  comparison  with  several  London  and  other 
districts,  where,  though  the  population  is  smaller  and  the  work 
inferior,  the  income  from  the  Id.  rate  is  larger,  owing  to  the  value 

*  West  Ham  is  the  only  town  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  has  two  large  Central  Libraries 
to  maintain. 
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of  property  being  greater  than  in  West  Ham.  This  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  an  increased  rate  is  desirable  to  place  us  on  equal 
terms — and,  even  imperative,  if  the  demand  for  branch  libraries  is  to  P 
be  met.  And  that  this  is  a  necessity  will  be  generally  conceded  when 
it  is  considered  that,  although  two  large  and  well-equipped  libraries 
exist  at  Stratford  and  Canning  Town,  there  are  many  outlying 
districts  in  this  extensive  Borough  too  far  away  for  their  inhabitants 
to  make  sufficient  use  of  these  Institutions.  At  present  there  are 
two  large  Central  Libraries,  an  evening  Beading  Room  and  book 
delivery  station  at  Silvertown,  two  Hospital  Branch  Libraries,  and 
a  supply  of  papers  for  the  West  Ham  Union.  What  the  public  still 
require  are  branch  libraries  for  the  various  outlying  districts. 

The  following  figures,  giving  the  daily  attendance  during  the  existence 
of  the  Libraries,  will  fully  prove  their  popularity  and  the  ever 


increasing  use  made 

of  them  :  — 

Year. 

Daily 

Attendance. 

Y  ear. 

Daily 

Attendance. 

1891-2  ... 

366. 

1895-6 

...  3,009. 

1892-3 

500, 

1896-7 

...  3,210. 

1893-4 

2,490. 

1897-8 

...  3,841. 

1894-5  ... 

2,958. 

1898-9 

...  4,237. 

The  Library  buildings  are  open  uninterruptedly  from  9  a.m.  to 
10  p.m.  and  contain  50,000  books,  a  large  supply  of  directories,  maps 
and  guide-books,  and  are  supplied  regularly  with  1,000  papers  and 
magazines  as  published.  A  selection  of  these  are  afterwards  sent  to 
the  West  Ham  Workhouse  and  various  Hospitals  in  the  Borough. 
A  good  juvenile  collection  of  some  2,000  books  is  provided  in  each 
of  the  main  Libraries,  and  special  provision  is  also  made  for  lady 
readers. 

Many  of  the  finest  wmrks  on  Travel,  History,  Science  and  Art, 
also  Patent  Office  and  Governmental  publications,  etc.,  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  Reference  Library  without  limit  as  to  number,  while 
in  the  Lending  Library  any  borrower  may  take  out  at  one  loan,  for 
home  reading,  three  books  and  a  magazine.  Every  member  of  a 
household,  if  not  under  age,  can  obtain  borrower’s  tickets  upon  the 


guarantee  of  a  Burgess,  and  any  Burgess  can  act  as  guarantor  for 
several  persons  as  well  as  himself.  No  rate-supported  library  in  the 
kingdom  is  equally  liberal  in  its  arrangements,  and  when  it  is  re¬ 
membered  that  at  Mudie’s  and  other  well-known  libraries,  the 
borrowers  have  to  pay  one  guinea  per  annum  for  the  right  to  borrow 
one  book  at  a  time,  it  will  be  apparent  to  most  how  greatly  the 
advantage  rests  with  the  residents  in  West  Ham.  To  give  one 
example: — Burgess  B.  has  a  wife  and  family  of  six,  eight  in  all,  who 
borrow  books  of  science,  music,  fiction,  etc.,  sometimes  as  many  as 
20,  together  with  monthly  magazines,  at  one  loan.  Mr.  B.,  and 
some  of  his  family  who  are  students  at  the  Technical  Institute  or 
elsewhere,  also  frequently  use  the  Reference  Library,  where  they  are 
able  to  study  works  which,  owing  to  their  costliness,  are  altogether 
beyond  the  purchase  of  any  but  millionaires.  Almost  daily  some  of 
them  visit  the  Newsrooms  and  peruse  several  of  the  Newspapers,  and 
Magazines,  or  consult  directories,  guide-books,  etc. 

If  Mr.  B.  visited  the  Newsroom  but  twice  a  week,  to 
see  his  particular  penny  paper,  it  would  save  him  8s,  8d. 
per  year,  an  amount  which  with  the  immense  majority  of  the  rate¬ 
payers  would  pay  their  Library  rate  for  six  or  seven  years.  It  is 
therefore  evident  that  his  boohs ,  etc .,  and  whatever  use  the  rest  of 
his  family  make  of  the  Library,  are  got  practically  for  nothing. 
There  has  been  much  misconception  about  the  Library  rate,  and  it 
is  therefore  desirable  to  point  out  that  each  ratepayer  pays  exactly 
Id.  per  £  on  his  assessment,  so  that  on  a  rent  of  £24  per  annum, 
assessed  at,  say,  £18,  the  Library  rate  of  one  penny  would  be 
Is.  6d.  per  annum,  or  l|d.  per  month.  Of  course,  if  the  rate  was 
raised  to  2d.  in  the  £,  the  monthly  amount  would  be  3d.,  or  less  than 
fd.  per  week,  while  on  a  rent  of  even  £50  it  would  be  but  ljd.  This 
does  not  appear  an  excessive  weekly  contribution  to  make  towards 
so  popular  and  useful  an  Institution.  The  argument  that  because 
the  Library  authorities  exceeded  the  income  last  year,  they  should 
not  be  allowed  an  increased  rate,  is  rather  illogical ;  first,  because 
it  was  to  a  large  extent  capital  expenditure  which  will  not  recur  (for 
instance,  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  the  Central  Library  cost  about 
£2,300,  and  extra  stock  of  books — £600 — which,  if  obtained  by  loan, 


would  have  left  the  annual  revenue  ample  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year)  ;  and  secondly,  because,  without  it,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
make  any  of  the  extensions  which  would  prove  of  so  great  a  public 
advantage.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  cost  of 
the  work  of  the  West  Ham  Libraries  with  that  of  others  where  the 
population  or  other  features  are  somewhat  similar.  The  reports  of 
the  last  completed  year  (1898-9)  are  used:  — 


No.  of 
Libraries. 

Years 

Stock 

Annual  | 

Income. 

Propor¬ 

tionate 

Town. 

Libraries 

open. 

of 

Books. 

Issue  of 
Books. 

1 

Rate. 

Other 

sources.1 

sum  per 
Volume 
issued. 

£ 

£ 

d. 

Battersea . 

1  main  and 

2  branches 

10 

44,000 

287,000 

3,740 

260 

3i 

Belfast  . 

1  main 

12 

37,000 

249,644 

4,000 

210 

4 

Cardiff  . 

1  main  and 

6  branches 

38 

77,700 

374,000 

6,400 

300 

4* 

Chelsea  . 

1  main  and 

1  branch. 

9 

38,000 

257,300 

3,200 

366 

3J 

Edinburgh 

1  main  and 

3  branches 

10 

115,000 

644,000 

8,000 

300 

3 

Kensington 

1  main  and 

2  branches 

12 

40,000 

302,100 

4,000 

129 

3i 

Newcastle 

1  main  and 

2  branches 

20 

110,000 

252,000 

4,347 

200 

4i 

Nottingham  ... 

1  main  and 
13  branches 

33 

95,000 

382,130 

3,500 

2,000 

31 

Portsmouth 

1  main  and 

2  branches 

16 

41,456 

290,000 

2,900 

100 

21 

St.  George,  | 

Hanover-sq.  j 
St.  Martin’s  ... 

1  main  and 

1  branch. 

10 

33,000 

200,000 

4,000 

150 

4| 

1  main 

13 

28,200 

135,703 

2,880 

— 

5 

Salford  . 

1  main  atad 

6  branches 

51 

81,800 

379,007 

5,500 

— 

31 

Sheffield  . 

1  main  and 

5  branches 

44 

120,327 

440,007 

5,500 

355 

3 

Westminster  ... 

1  main  and 

1  branch. 

44 

27,000 

140,462 

3,390 

— 

5f 

WEST  HAM 

2  main,  2 
small  bhs. 
and  1  de¬ 
livery  sta¬ 
tion  and 
evening 
reading 
room. 

8 

50,000 

400,000 

3,786 

240 

21 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  above  table  that  the  West  Ham  Libraries 
are  doing  as  well  as  other  Libraries  with  better  incomes,  and  which 
have  been  open  a  longer  time.  The  following  Table  gives  a 
list  of  Libraries  where  the  rate  has  been  extended  :  — 


Ashton-under-Lyne. . . 

lfd. 

Newcastle  ... 

...  i|d. 

Belfast 

lfd. 

Oldham 

...  2fd. 

Birmingham 

1  id. 

Salford 

lid. 

Brighton 

4d. 

Walsall 

...  lid. 

Cardiff 

lid. 

Warrington... 

...  lid. 

Leicester 

lfd. 

Wigan 

...  2d. 

Manchester  ... 

2d. 

W  ol  verhampton 

...  lid. 

Bootle,  Darwen,  Huddersfield,  and  Kingston-on-Thames  also  have 
power  to  exceed  the  penny  rate. 


Some  of  the  reasons  why  the  West  Ham  Ratepayers 
should  vote  in  favour  of  raising5  the  Library  Rate 

(1)  Because  the  Library  is  their  own  property,  and  is  open  to 

all,  rich  and  poor  alike,  on  equal  terms. 

(2)  Because  it  is  the  most  popular  Institution  in  the  Borough, 

and  the  large  demand  upon  its  resources  is  increasing 
owing  to  the  advance  of  education  and  the  vital 
and  rapidly  growing  necessity  of  competing  with  other 
nations  in  our  various  trades  and  professions. 

(3)  Because  it  cultivates  habits  of  reading,  and  reading 

brightens  life  and  makes  the  home  more  cheerful  and 
attractive. 

(4)  Because  there  is  no  rate  from  which  such  immediate  and 

tangible  benefit  is  derived  as  that  of  the  Public  Library. 

(5)  Because  it  is  conducive  to  the  moral  and  educational  pro¬ 

gress  of  the  Borough  and  is  an  inducement  to  many  to 
spend  their  evenings  in  a  manner  which  is  enjoyable 
and  inexpensive. 

(6)  Because,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  a  public  library 

always  improves  the  property  of  the  neighbourhood. 
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(7)  Because  the  Libraries  of  West  Ham  have  gained  credit 
everywhere  and  are  used  as  models  for  other  towns 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  would,  therefore,  seem  a  great  pity  to  cripple  the  utility  of 
the  Libraries  by  refusing  the  very  small  aid  which  is 
required  for  their  adequate  maintenance  and  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  branch  libraries. 


A  few  Press  and  other  Notices  from  many  hundreds  which 
have  appeared  commending1  the  work  of  the  West  Ham  Boroug*h 
Libraries 

Municipal  Journal  and  London. — “  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  influence 
that  the  Central  West  Ham  Library  will  have  upon  the  present  population.  .  .  . 
The  West  Ham  Libraries  rank  among  the  best  in  the  country,  and  the 
committee  are  to  be  congratulated.” 

The,  Times. — “  In  the  presence  of  a  large  and  representative  assembly,  Mr.  J. 
Passmore  Edwards,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  opened  the  New  Municipal  Technical 
Institute  and  Public  Library,  in  the  Romford  Road,  Stratford,  a  description  of 
which  was  given  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  4  Times. 5  Mr.  Passmore  Edwards,  in 
the  course  of  his  address,  said  : — ‘  Looking  all  around,  unless  they  turned  to  the 
best  account  the  advantages  they  had,  they  would  be  left  behind  in  the  race  of 
nations.  But  in  West  Ham  they  had  opportunities  that  other  places  had  not, 
and  if  they  were  equal  to  their  opportunities,  and  turned  them  to  their 
advantage,  they  would  not  be  defeated,  but  would  live  in  prosperity  and 
supreme  among  the  nations.’  ” 

Daily  News. — 44  The  Town  Council  of  West  Ham  have  provided  an  object- 
lesson  which  proves  that  Municipal  enterprise  need  by  no  means  be  confined  to 
country  towns.” 

Daily  News.  —  “The  arrangement  made  by  the  West  Ham  Library 
authorities  to  supply  some  of  the  hospitals  with  books,  &c.,  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  patients.” 

Literary  World * — 44  The  West  Ham  Public  Libraries’  report  is  very  complete 
and  encouraging.  It  is  mainly  statistical  and  analytical  in  its  presentation  of 
facts.” 

West  Ham  Herald. — 44  The  Report  of  the  Public  Libraries  presents  us  with 
an  interesting  account  of  the  Public  Library  movement  in  West  Ham.  It  is 
made  additionally  useful  by  the  compilation  of  a  number  of  lists  and  tables. 
These  tables  are  extremely  interesting.” 

West  Ham  Guardian. — “  Our  attention  is  drawn  to  the  striking  fact  that 
out  of  the  total  issue  of  books,  little  more  than  one  third  have  been  works  of 
fiction.  Another  satisfactory  point  brought  out  by  the  West  Ham  statistics  is 
that  the  libraries  are  used  by  every  class,  but  chiefly  by  the  working  classes.” 

Saturday  Review. — “The  General  Library  Catalogue  is  one  of  the  best 
books  of  its  kind  we  have  examined.  We  have  had  to  comment  with  some 
severity  of  late  years  upon  the  slovenly  preparation  and  confused  method  of 
various  Public  Library  Catalogues.  It  is  the  more  pleasant,  therefore,  to  find 
this  work  admirable  in  arrangement,  and  remarkable  for  clearness  and  simplicity 
of  treatment.” 


The  Athenaeum. — “The  Juvenile  Catalogue  is  well  arranged,  with  short 
descriptive  notes  and  Subject  Index.” 

Literary  World. — 44  The  Juvenile  Catalogue  of  the  West  Ham  Public 
Libraries  might  well  serve  as  a  model  for  future  works  of  this  kind.” 

Educational  Review.  —  44  4  Library  Notes  ’  contains  descriptive  notes  of  fresh 
additions  to  the  Libraries,  and  also  a  list  of  interesting  articles  in  current 
magazines  and  reviews.  We  congratulate  the  West  Ham  Library  on  the  issue 
of  this  comprehensive,  yet  concise,  journal,  and  express  the  hope  that  other 
Public  Libraries  will  follow  the  example  ;  for,  as  yet,  we  believe  there  are  only 
two  libraries*  which  have  adopted  this  admirable  plan.” 

Literary  World. — 44  The  Committee  of  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries  are  a 
progressive  body.  Their  latest  departure  is  4  West  Ham  Library  Notes,’  to 
deal  exclusively  with  the  libraries  and  library  matters.” 

Daily  Chronicle. — 44  The  West  Ham  Library  Subject  Index  will  be  of  general 
service  as  a  bibliography.” 

Notes  and  Queries.  — 44  A  really  meritorious  publication.” 

Globe.  —  4  4  It  should  be  a  favourite  work  of  reference  in  all  Libraries — public 
and  private.” 

J.  Passmore  Edwards,  Esq. — “The  Subject  Index  appears  to  be  just  the 
kind  of  reference  work  wanted.  What  an  immense  fund  of  information  it 
contains  for  authors,  editors,  pressmen,  lecturers,  and  the  great  brotherhood  of 
readers.” 

W.  Beer,  Esq.,  Librarian,  Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans. — 44 1 
am  delighted  to  subscribe  to  this  excellent  Index.” 

E.  L.  Adams,  Esq.,  Librarian,  Plainfield,  U.S. A.— 44 This  work  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us  in  the  reference  work  here.” 

Daily  Chronicle. —  “The  Librarian  of  the  West  Ham  Public  Library  is 
issuing  a  series  of  Hand-lists  of  books  contained  in  the  collection  there.  The 
first  of  these,  which  appears  to-day,  is  a  list  of  the  books  on  Electricity.  The 
series  will  prove  exceedingly  useful  to  students  of  special  subjects.” 


MEMORANDA. 


Birmingham,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester,  with  populations  less  than  double 
that  of  W7est  Ham,  receive  from  their  Library  rate  over  four  times  as  large  an 
income.  West  Ham  £3,786,  Birmingham  and  Liverpool  £16,000,  and  Manchester 
£21,000. 

It  is  calculated  that  out  of  a  daily  attendance  of  4,000  persons  over  1,000 
visit  the  West  Ham  Libraries  to  search  the  various  papers  for  advertisements  of 
employment,  &c. ,  while  in  addition  a  large  number  make  use  of  the  advertise¬ 
ment  sheets  placed  on  the  church  railings  at  Stratford  and  Canning  Town.  In 
this  respect  alone  the  libraries  are  a  great  boon  to  persons  out  of  employment 
who  cannot  afford  to  purchase  newspapers.  The  provision  of  suitable  branch 
libraries  will  greatly  increase  the  number  of  persons  who  aie  benefited  in  this 
and  other  directions. 


About  50  Municipal  Libraries  are  now  issuing-  these  guides  to  readers. 
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The  opinions  of  some  leading  men  on  Public  Libraries 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon. — “I  am  in  favour  of  Public  Libraries 
everywhere.  Their  cost  is  small  and  the  benefits  great.”  # 

The  Marquess  of  Bute. — “The  universal  consent  of  mankind  has  now 
made  the  use  of  a  Public  Library  a  necessary  instrument  of  learning.” 

Mr.  Samuel  Plimsoll. — “  The  movement  for  establishing  Public  Libraries 
has  my  hearty  sympathy,  and  I  consider  it  a  valuable  means  of  helping  upwards 
the  working  classes.” 

Mr.  Justin  McCarthy,  M.P. — “I  think  a  Public  Library  is  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  with  which  a  community  can  be  endowed.” 

The  Duke  of  Argyll. — “No  one  can  doubt  the  value  of  Public  Libraries 
who  admits  the  value  of  education  at  all.” 

Mr.  Henry  Broadhurst,  M.P. —“Next  to  good  sanitation,  there  are  few 
sources  of  public  expenditure  more  justifiable  than  in  providing  good  libraries 
for  the  people.” 

Mr.  Frederic  Harrison. — “The  Public  Library  movement  is  perfectly 
free  from  suspicion  of  belonging  to  party,  class,  or  sect.  Of  all  the  Acts  passed 
in  the  last  fifty  years  there  is  none  which  has  done  more  quiet  good  with  less 
burden  on  the  country,  absolutely  without  hitch  or  complaint,  than  the  Public 
Libraries  Act.” 

Baron  Russell,  Lord  Chief  Justice. — “I  have  a  high  opinion  as  to  the 
great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  Public  Libraries,  and  I  think  it  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  have  been  availed  of,  to  so  limited 
an  extent.” 

Mr.  Thomas  Burt,  M.P.— “I  attach  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Public 
Libraries  movement.” 

Mr.  Robert  Giffen,  LL.D.  (of  the  Board  of  Trade.)— “  The  value  of  the 
Public  Library  in  a  large  city  is  simply  incalculable.  ” 

The  late  Right  Hon.  John  Bright. — “There  is  no  blessing  that  can  be 
given  to  an  artizan’s  family  more  than  a  love  of  books.  The  home  influence  of 
such  a  possession  is  one  that  will  guard  them  from  many  temptations  and  many 
evils.  To  the  young  especially,  this  is  of  great  importance  ;  for  if  there  be  no 
seed  time  there  will  certainly  be  no  harvest.” 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. — “  Public  Libraries  are  a  necessity  of  the 
time,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  them  freely  used.  Social  institutions,  these 
Libraries  are  of  the  most  important  kind,  but  that  does  not  imply  socialistic,  any 
more  than  the  word  chart  implies  chartist.” 

Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  M.P. — “I  hail  with  satisfaction  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Public  Libraries.” 

Mr.  John  Burns. — “I,  with  other  workmen,  have  laboured  under  great 
difficulties  through  having  no  Public  Libraries  in  our  district  years  ago.  This 
has  been  altered  now  by  the  erection  of  good  Libraries,  which  all  classes  heartily 
appreciate.” 

Lord  Coleridge. — “The  time  has  gone  by  when  it  was  necessary  to  defend 
Public  Libraries  and  reading.” 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  M.P. — “There  is  no  better  way  of  combating  h 
intemperance  in  this  country  than  by  the  increase  of  education.  The  necessary 
idleness  of  much  of  the  day  with  those  who  are  engaged  in  manual  labour,  and 
the  limit  of  space  in  their  homes  caused  by  the  pressure  of  population,  tend  to 
drive  men  into  the  habit  of  intemperance;  but  these  are  things  which  can  be  r, 
met  in  a  very  large  degree  by  the  creation  of  Public  Libraries.” 

Mr.  J.  Passmore  Edwards  (who  has  presented  Public  Libraries  to  some 
20  towns.) — “Libraries  are  becoming  a  necessity  of  our  social  life,  and  I  con¬ 
gratulate  the  inhabitants  of  West  Ham  on  the  one  they  have  built,  and  the  one 
they  are  going  to  build.” 


OPENED  BY  MR.  J.  PASSMORE  EDWARDS, 
SEPTEMBER  28th,  1893. 
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